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A Federal Assembly, consisting of delegates of the
communes of the three leagues, sixty-three members
in all, was held every summer. The meeting-place
was alternately Ilanz in the Grey League, Coire in
the League of the House of God, and Davos in the
League of the Ten Jurisdictions.1 This Diet was a
deliberative and consultative assembly. Its members
came to it furnished with definite instructions, which
it was the custom to read out at the beginning of the
session. Their function was to discuss and consider
questions before them, but any decision they might
arrive at was only of a provisional nature, and was
adopted with the saving clause ad referendum? that

genossenschaft, an historical treatise written by request of the
Federal Council on the occasion of the six hundredth centenary
of the First Perpetual Alliance of August i, 1891 ; Revue de Drott
International, xxiv., 1892, pp. 384-405, 476-89, Le Referendum et
I1'Initiative en Suisse. Also Benoist, Une democratic historigue in the
Revue des deux Mondes for August 1891; Vulliemin, QeschicMe der
schweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft> i. p. 130. Also Rechtsquellen des
Canton Graubunden, with an introduction by Wagner and Von Salis,
in the Zeitschrift fur schweizerisches Recht, vol. iii. part 2, vol. iv. part
i, and vol. v. part 3 ; " The Early History of the Referendum" in
the Historical Review, vol. vi. p. 674, by W. A. A. Cooliclge. The re-
ferendum system is fully described by Simler in his De Helvetiorum,
Republica (1577), and by Sprecher in his Pallas Rhcetica (1617).
Ganzoni, in Seitrdge zur Kenntniss des lundnerischen Referendum*,
p. 15, points out that though the Rhoetian and Swiss historians
describe the referendum very fully, yet there is very little trace of
it in the Rhoetian law, merely a few enactments on the subjects.
It was not until 1794 that the whole system was elaborately set
forth on paper, reformed and regulated.]

1  Curti,   Geschiclite der   schweizerischen   VolJcsgesetzgebung, Zweite
Auflage, Zurich, 1885, p. 11.   This remarkable work is the best history
of the democratic ideas and institutions of Switzerland.

2  [The words occur apparently for the first time in Vulpius3
narrative, Historic Rhcetica.    He died in 1706.   See " Early History
of the Referendum," Historical Review, vol. vi. p. 681.]